
Animal 
Books
Reading Interest: Ages 9-13

Endling : The Last by Katherine Applegate (2018)
Believed to possess mythical powers as the youngest member 
of her doglike dairne pack, Byx fears she has become the last 
of her species. AR (5.0) LEXILE (690)

The Wonderling by Mira Barok (2017)
Follows the experiences of a foxlike foundling with one ear 
who endures an oppressive life in an orphanage for half-
animal humans until an unexpected act of courage leads to a 
friendship. AR (5.6) LEXILE (820)

Saving Winslow by Sharon Creech (2018)
When his father brings home an ailing, newborn donkey, 
Louie names the animal Winslow and takes care of him, but 
everyone, including Louie’s quirky friend Nora, thinks Winslow 
is not going to survive. AR (4.2) LEXILE (690)

A Circle of Elephants by Eric Dinerstein (2019)
Thirteen-year-old Nanda Singh, the youngest elephant driver 
in Nepal, enjoys a special relationship with his tusker, Hira 
Prashad, through which he grows in understanding and 
compassion with animals, including humans. AR (-) LEXILE (-)

Good Dog by Dan Gemeinhart (2018) 
Brodie was a good dog. And good dogs go to heaven. Except 
Brodie can’t move on. Not just yet. As wonderful as his glimpse 
of the afterlife is, he can’t forget the boy he left behind. 
AR (3.9) LEXILE (530)

One Amazing Elephant by Linda Oatman High (2017) 
Lily, devastated when her grandfather passes away, develops 
an unexpected bond with his equally grieving elephant. 
AR (4.1)  LEXILE (580)
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Lucky by Chris Hill (2016) 
Lucky is a young red squirrel who must make his home among 
the Cloudfoot clan of gray squirrels who live in the city park. 
AR (4.9) LEXILE (670)

Checked by Cynthia Kadohata (2018)
To help his dog through cancer treatment, Conor gives up 
hockey and finds himself considering who he is without the 
sport that has defined him. AR (4.9) LEXILE (760)

Song for a Whale by Lynne Kelly (2019)
Twelve-year-old Iris and her grandmother, both deaf, drive 
from Texas to Alaska armed with Iris’s plan to help Blue-55, a 
whale unable to communicate with other whales. 
AR (5.3) LEXILE (800)

The Unlikely Story of a Pig in the City by Jodi Kendall (2017) 
A little pig in a big city leads to lots of trouble! Josie Shilling’s 
family is too big, their cramped city house is too small, and she 
feels like no one is ever on her side. AR (4.8) LEXILE (700)

The Simple Art of Flying by Cory Leonardo (2019)
Alastair the African grey parrot is adopted by elderly dance-
enthusiast and pie-baker Albertina Plopky and his sister, 
Aggie, by twelve-year-old Fritz, spoiling his plans to fly away 
with Aggie. AR (-) LEXILE (680)

Wonderland by Barbara O’Connor (2018)
When her mother uproots them again to another home and 
takes a job as housekeeper, ten-year-old Mavis is determined 
to find a best friend in Landry, Alabama.  
AR (4.9) LEXILE (800)

A Wolf Called Wander by Rosanne Parry (2019)
A young wolf cub, separated from his pack, journeys 1000 
miles across the Pacific Northwest, dealing with forest fires, 
hunters, highways, and hunger before finding a new home. 
AR (-) LEXLE (-)

Mutt’s Promise by Julie Salamon (2016) 
Two dogs are trapped in a puppy mill until they take matters 
into their own hands. AR (5.0) LEXILE (720)

The Lost Rainforest: Mez’s Magic by Eliot Schrefer (2018)
Mez, a panther who discovers her magical powers after an 
eclipse, must unite the other animals to save Caldera from an 
evil force. AR (5.6) LEXILE (890)
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