
Historical
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Books
Reading Interest: Ages 9-13

Orange for the Sunsets by Tina Athaide (2019)
In alternating voices, friends Asha and Yesofu, one Indian and 
one African, find their world turned upside-down when Idi Amin 
decides to expel Asian Indians from Uganda. AR (-) LEXILE (-)

The Journey of Little Charlie by Christopher Paul Curtis 
(2018)
When his poor sharecropper father is killed in an accident and 
leaves the family in debt, twelve-year-old Little Charlie agrees 
to accompany fearsome plantation overseer Cap’n Buck. 
AR (5.8) LEXILE (960)

The Player King by Avi (2017)
In 1486 England, a penniless kitchen boy named Lambert 
Simnel is told by a mysterious friar that he, Lambert, is actually 
Prince Edward, the true King of England. AR (4.0) LEXILE (690)

The Inquisitor’s Tale by Adam Gidwitz (2016) 
13th century travelers tell the tales of three children who join 
forces on a chase through France to escape persecution. 
AR (4.5) LEXILE (620)

Grenade by Alan Gratz (2018)
On April 1, 1945 with the battle of Okinawa beginning, 
fourteen-year-old native Okinawan Hideki, drafted into the 
Blood and Iron Student Corps, is handed two grenades and 
told to go kill American soldiers; small for his age Hideki does 
not really want to kill anyone. AR (5.2) LEXILE (760)

How I became a Spy by Deborah Hopkinson (2019)
Bertie Bradshaw never set out to become a spy. He never 
imagined traipsing around war-torn London, solving ciphers, 
practicing surveillance, and searching for a traitor to the Allied 
forces. AR (-) LEXILE (630)
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The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani (2018)
Shy twelve-year-old Nisha, forced to flee her home with her 
Hindu family during the 1947 partition of India, tries to find her 
voice. AR (4.5)  LEXILE (700)

Midnight without a Moon by Linda Williams Jackson (2017) 
Rose is torn between seeking her destiny outside of 
Mississippi cotton fields or being a part of an important 
movement. AR (-) LEXILE (870)

An Eagle in the Snow by Michael Morpurgo (2017) 
In 1940 England Barney hears an unlikely story of a soldier 
who once had a chance to kill young Adolf Hitler.  
AR (5.2) LEXILE (820)

The Orphan Band of Springdale by Anne Nesbet (2018)
It’s 1941, and tensions are rising in the United States as the 
Second World War rages in Europe. Eleven-year-old Gusta’s 
life, like the world around her, is about to change. 
AR (6.0) LEXILE (880)

How High the Moon by Karyn Parsons (2019)
Eleven-year-old Ella seeks information about her father while 
enjoying a visit with her mother, a jazz singer, in Boston in 
1944, then returns to the harsh realities of segregated, small-
town South Carolina. AR (-) LEXILE (-)

The Wind Called My Name by Mary Louise Sanchez (2018)
When ten-year-old Margarita Sandoval’s family moves to 
Wyoming during the Great Depression, she faces racism, 
homesickness. AR (4.4) LEXILE (700)

Betty Before X by Ilyasah Shabazz (2018)
Raised by her aunt until she is six, Betty, who will later marry 
Malcolm X, joins her mother and stepfamily in 1940s Detroit, 
where she learns about the civil rights movement. 
AR (4.9) LEXILE (810)

Our Castle by the Sea by Lucy strange (2019)
England is at war. Growing up in a lighthouse, Pets world 
has been one of storms, secret tunnels and stories about sea 
monsters. But now the clifftops are a terrifying battleground, 
and her family is torn apart. AR (-) LEXILE (820)

Spy Runner by Eugene Yelchin (2019)
It’s 1953 and the Cold War is on. Communism threatens all 
that the United States stands for, and America needs every 
patriot to do their part. AR (-) LEXILE (900)
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