
Mystery
Books
Reading Interest: Ages 9-13

The Charmed Children of Rookskill Castle by Janet Fox (2016) 
Children must find out why their classmates are disappearing. 
AR (5.0) LEXILE (740)

Panda-monium by Stuart Gibbs (2017) 
Teddy Fitzroy must solve the crime of the kidnapped rare and 
expensive panda Li Ping. AR (5.5) LEXILE (780)

Winterhouse by Ben Guterson (2018)
Elizabeth, eleven, spends Christmas break at Winterhouse 
hotel under strange circumstances, where she discovers that 
she has magic, and her love of puzzles helps her solve a 
mystery. AR (5.9) LEXILE (880)

Squirm by Carl Hiaasen (2018)
Billy Dickens discovers that his mysterious father lives in 
Montana, so this summer Billy will fly across the country, hike a 
mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, shoot down a spy 
drone, and save his own father. AR (-) LEXILE (740)

Kazu Jones and the Denver Dognappers by Shauna 
Holyoak (2019)
Eleven-year-old Kazuko, already well-known for “helping” 
the police, investigates a rash of dognappings, aided by her 
Japanese mastiff, Genki, and friends. AR (-) LEXILE (-)

The Parker Inheritance by Varian Johnson (2018)
Twelve-year-old Candice Miller is spending the summer in 
Lambert, South Carolina, in the old house that belonged to her 
grandmother. AR (4.2) LEXILE (610)

The Jigsaw Jungle by Kristin Levine (2018)
Claudia Dalton, twelve, embarks on an unexpected treasure 
hunt that she hopes will bring her missing father home and 
heal whatever is wrong with her family. AR (3.6) LEXILE (530)
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The Mystery of Black Hollow Lane by Julia Nobel (2019)
Twelve-year-old Emmy investigates the connection between 
her father’s disappearance and a secret society at her 
prestigious English boarding school.  AR (4.4) LEXILE (620)

Who Killed Darius Drake? by Rodman Philbrick (2017)
Arthur Bash is the school thug-for-hire (paid in candy bars), 
mostly because he just looks the part, so when orphan 
Darius Drake offers him three candy bars to accompany him 
to the run-down Stompanado Housing Complex, and just 
look menacing, he agrees--and soon finds himself deep in a 
mystery involving Darius’ estranged grandfather. 
AR (4.9) LEXILE (710)

The House in Poplar Wood by Kathryn Ormsbee (2018)
The Vickery twins, Lee and Felix, live in a house in Poplar 
Wood, where, because of the “Agreement,” their mother 
serves Memory, and their father assists Death, and only Lee is 
allowed to leave the house, except for Halloween. 
AR (5.0) LEXILE (710)

York: The Shadow Cipher by Laura Ruby (2017)
Three kids try to solve the greatest mystery of the modern 
world: a puzzle and treasure hunt laid into the very streets and 
buildings of New York City. AR (5.3) LEXILE (780)

Just South of Home by Karen Strong (2019)
Twelve-year-old Sarah, her Chicago cousin Janie, brainy 
brother Ellis, and his best friend, Jasper, investigate a tragic 
event in their small Southern town’s history. AR (-) LEXILE (-)

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa Thompson (2017) 
When a toddler staying next door disappears, Matt is the key 
to solving a mystery and possibly saving a child’s life. 
AR (5.0) LEXILE (750)

The Light Jar by Lisa Thompson (2019)
Nate and his mother are escaping from his emotionally 
abusive step-father, Gary, but the run-down and abandoned 
cottage in the woods that his mother takes them to does not 
seem like much of a refuge. AR (4.4) LEXILE (660)

Digging up Danger by Jacqueline West (2019)
Amateur ghost expert Eliza, thirteen, joins her botanist mother 
on a job in a very old flower shop, where each investigates 
some highly unusual things. AR (-) LEXILE (640)
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